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SUBJECT: AMERICAN JOURNALISTS TRAVEL TO GDR 
REF: STATE 075323 

1. SURVEYED RAPIDLY BONN CORRESPONDENTS ABOUT THEIR 
EXPERIENCE OVER THE PAST YEAR IN OBTAINING VISAS TO VISIT 
EAST GERMANY FOR JOURNALISTIC PURPOSES. BECAUSE OF 
ABSENCES FROM BONN, WE DID NOT CONTACT ALL THE PRINCIPAL 
CORRESPONDENTS. 

2. WE SHOULD NOTE FIRST THAT FOR MANY YEARS EAST GERMAN 
AUTHORITIES HAVE BEEN FORTHCOMING IN PROVIDING VISAS FOR 
VISITS TO THE FALL LEIPZIG FAIR AND TO THE BALTIC SEA 
WEEK AT ROSTOCK IN THE SPRING. AMERICAN JOURNALISTS IN 
BONN HAVE AVAILED THEMSELVES OF THIS POSSIBILITY FOR 
MANY YEARS. 

3. CORRESPONDENTS FOR THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS HAVE 
NOT APPLIED FOR VISAS IN THE PAST YEAR OR 18 MONTHS: 
NEWSWEEK, WESTINGHOUSE BROADCASTING. CBS, US NEWS & WORLD 
REPORT (ITS CORRESPONDENT, ROBERT HAEGER, HAS VISITED THE 
LEIPZIG AND ROSTOCK EVENTS A NUMBER OF TIMES). 

4. THE FOLLOWING HAVE EXPERIENCE WITH APPLICATIONS FOR 
TRAVEL TO EAST GERMANY IN 1973 AND 1974: 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BONN 06155 181455Z 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



NEW YORK TIMES' CRAIG WHITNEY APPLIED IN MAY 1973 
AND RECEIVED A VISA FOR A VISIT IN NOVEMBER 1973, TO DO 
AN ARTICLE ON FAMOUS CHURCH ORGANS IN EAST GERMANY. HE 
HAS ASKED TO GO AGAIN THIS SPRING AND AGAIN IN THE 
SUMMER, HAS RECEIVED ENCOURAGEMENT BUT NO VISA AS YET. 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR'S DAVID FRANCIS HAS 
RECEIVED VISA FOR A VISIT OF ABOUT TEN DAYS IN MAY. HE 
HAS BEEN INFORMED THE PROGRAM FOR HIS VISIT WILL BE 
DISCUSSED IN EAST BERLIN AT THE BEGINNING OF HIS VISIT. 

WASHINGTON POST'S JOHN GOSHKO HAS NOT APPLIED AND 
HAS NO PLANS TO DO SO. DAN MORGAN OF THE POST VISITED 
EAST GERMANY LAST JUNE. 

TIME MAGAZINE'S BRUCE NELAN VISITED EAST GERMANY 
WITH A VISA FOR TEN DAYS IN SEPTEMBER 1973, ALONG WITH 
BILL RADEMACHERS FROM TIME'S PARIS BUREAU, AND A PHOTO- 
GRAPHER. NELAN HAS NOT REAPPLIED. THE THREE TIME 
STAFFERS EACH WERE ASSIGNED EAST GERMAN GUIDES. 

BALTIMORE SUN S GENE OISHI SPENT TEN DAYS IN EAST 
GERMANY IN LATE MAY - EARLY JUNE 1973. HE HAS NOT 
RF. APPLIED FOR A GENERAL VISA. BUT HE HAS ASKED FOR 
PERMISSION TO SEE EAST GERMAN TRAINING OF TROOPS AND TO 
INTERVIEW A GENERAL. HE HAS RECEIVED NO REPLY TO THAT 
REQUEST. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS BONN BUREAU STAFF HAS NOT BEEN TO 
EAST GERMANY; HERBERT ERB OF THE BERLIN BUREAU MADE A 
VISIT IN 1973; WE UNDERSTAND HE HAS MADE A NEW APPLICA- 
TION THIS YEAR. 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE'S ALICE SIEGERT, AN FRG CITIZEN 
HAS MADE SOUNDINGS BUT DOES NOT WISH TO HAVE THE 
MANDATORY GUIDE-TRANSLATOR (CURRENT COST: DM 120 PER DAY) 
AND SO HAS NOT FORMALLY APPLIED. SHE HAS MADE VISITS TO 
LEIPZIG AND ROSTOCK. 

ABC'S DON FARMER RECEIVED A VISA FOR HIMSELF AND A 
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FILM CREW FOR THE LEIPZIG FAIR IN FALL 1973, BUT DID NOT 
GO BECAUSE ABC-NEW YORK DECIDED IT WASN’T INTERESTED. 

HE HAS NOT REAPPLIED. 

HILT .F.NBR AND 
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